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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the concept of legal reasoning (ta‘lil) in Islamic jurisprudence as a
central issue in the field of legal theory (usil al-figh), and as a foundation for the legal-theoretical
grounding of the objectives of Islamic law (maqasid al-shari‘ah). The significance of the study lies
in clarifying the impact of affirming legal reasoning on interpreting scriptural texts, applying
rulings to real-life cases, and guiding juristic reasoning. The research discusses the major positions
among scholars, where the majority affirm the reasoning behind rulings to achieve benefits and
prevent harms, while most Ash‘arites and Zahiris reject it entirely. The Mu'tazilites and some
Ash‘arites held that legal causes determine the rulings and compel them.

The study adopts an analytical and inductive methodology by tracing scholarly arguments and
examining the relationship between legal reasoning and the objectives of the Sharia. The findings
indicate that Islamic legal rulings are generally reasoned, and that the connection between
reasoning and maqasid is one of partial overlap, where each concept shares certain aspects while
remaining distinct in others. The study concludes that affirming legal reasoning enhances the
understanding and application of maqasid in modern contexts and calls for a greater focus on this
approach in contemporary Islamic legal studies. The researcher recommends expanding studies on
the Magqasid al-Shari‘ah (objectives of Islamic law), clarifying and analyzing scholars’ opinions
on the subject, and developing applied research that connects maqasid issues with jurisprudential
matters through a well-founded academic approach.
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